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AIM AND METHODS

Aim – to analyze features of speech, language and communication in children with autism spectrum disorders.

Method - theoretical analysis the scientific literature.



SHORT INTRODUCTION

Autism is a lifelong neuro-developmental disorder that affects people’s communication. 

The concept of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is an ever-changing construct. 

However, both previous and current definitions (APA, 2013) highlight individual differences in autism 
and

emphasize the specifics of speech, language and communication in people with autism spectrum disorders.



RESULTS

Children with ASD seem to be stuck in their world and reluctant to communicate, especially verbally. 

Weaknesses in communication are manifested by

• failures in speaking and conversational support (Naigles & Tek, 2017),

• repetitive language, echolalia, stereotypical phrases (Arunachalam, Luyster, 2016; Naigles & Tek, 2017; 
Neely et al., 2016); 

• pedantic language or unusually formal language (de Giambattista et al., 2019); 

• change of pronouns (APA, 2013), 

• as well as difficulties in understanding other people’s language, 

• communicating in a nonverbal way, such as gestures, eye contact, facial expressions (Febriantini et al., 
2021).



CONCLUSION

The most common language and speech features of people with ASD are:

• difficulties in perceiving verbal language; 
• difficulties in initiating and maintaining a conversation, 
• a tendency to speak on only one topic; 
• answers not related to the question or topic of the conversation; 
• noun or verb vocabulary, 
• superficial vocabulary; 
• atypical expression of language –

➢ strange timbre or intonation, 
➢ unusually slow or fast pace of speech, 
➢ monotony of voice; 
➢ echolalia; 
➢ self-naming.



REFERENCES

APA. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders. DSM-5. (5th ed.). Washington, DC: 

American Psychiatric Association. https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425596

Arunachalam, S., Luyster, R. J. (2016).The integrity of lexical acquisition mechanisms in autism spectrum 

disorders: A research review. Autism Research, 9(8), 810–828 doi: https://doi.org/10.1002/aur.1590

de Giambattista, C., Ventura, P., Trerotoli, P., Margari, M., Palumbi, R., & Margari, L. (2019). Subtyping the 

Autism Spectrum Disorder: Comparison of Children with High Functioning Autism and Asperger Syndrome. 

Journal of autism and developmental disorders, 49(1), 138–150. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-018-3689-4

Febriantini, W. A., Fitriati, R., & Oktaviani, L. (2021). An analysis of verbal and non-verbal communication in 

autistic children. Journal of Research on Language Education, 2(1), 53-56.

Naigles, L. R., & Tek, S. (2017). ‘Form is easy, meaning is hard’revisited: (re)characterizing the strengths and 

weaknesses of language in children with autism spectrum disorder. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Cognitive 

Science, 8(4), e1438.

Neely, L., Gerow, S., Rispoli, M., Lang, R., Pullen, N. (2016). Treatment of Echolalia in Individuals with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder: a Systematic Review. Review Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders , 3, 82–

91. DOI 10.1007/s40489-015-0067-4

https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425596
https://doi.org/10.1002/aur.1590
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-018-3689-4

